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External migration from Georgia since its independence in 1991 has significantly influenced the 
shape and dynamics of modern Georgia. For instance, almost everyone in Georgia knows at least 
someone who has migrated. Entire families are supported by remittances sent home and entire 
communities have been altered by these movements. Georgia's supply of labor, particularly highly 
skilled labor, has also been significantly affected. 
 
The Caucasus Research Resource Centre (CRRC) – Georgia, in cooperation with Danish Refugee 
Council, has sought to go beyond the numbers and to highlight the voices of both migrants 
themselves and households whence migrants depart. 
 
This report seeks to provide a current and comprehensive overview of the migration trends of 
Georgian citizens since 1995 and it is hoped that this report will lead to better policies and more 
discussion on how to better maximize human resources in Georgia and around the world. 
 
In addition, this report seeks to provide context and baseline analysis of the current return 
population and programmatic efforts. It utilizes a variety of research projects, including two 
different sets of focus groups, to provide as comprehensive a snapshot as possible of the current 
migration trends. Furthermore, it is designed to be used for the development of a return and 
reintegration program, and therefore attempts to shape the information in such a manner. 
 
